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The Ishibashi Memorial Hall & Wigmore Hall

New Commission Project
with Dai Fujikura and Arditti Quartet

©Astrid Karger b B, ’ ©Ai Ueda

World Premiére on Thursday 3rd February 2011
At Wigmore Hall, London

The Ishibashi Memorial Hall is delighted to announce a new relationship with the Wigmore
Hall (London) to commission new chamber music works. The first will be a string quartet by
the composer Dai Fujikura, widely acknowledged as one of the leaders of Japan’s new generation
of composers. The new piece ‘Flare’ will receive its world-premiere by the renowned Arditti
Quartet on Thursday 3rd February 2011 at the Wigmore Hall The Japanese premiere will be
given by the Arditti Quartet during the 2012 /13 season at the Ishibashi Memorial Hall in Tokyo.

The quartet was co-commissioned by both the Wigmore and Ishibashi Memorial Hall, and the
Edinburgh International Festival This was made possible by the generous support of the
Fondation Hoffmann and its president, André Hoffmann

This commission was planned as the first of a series of similar collaborations between the
Ishibashi Memorial Hall and Wigmore Hall with the aim of fostering a longer term relationship
and stimulating deeper cultural connections between Japan and the UK.

11t January, 2011

f Contact: \

IsHiBASHI MEMORIAL HALL

Ueno Gakuen, 4-24-12 Higashi-Ueno, Taito, 110-8642, Tokyo.
Tel +81 3 3843 3043
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TILToYTARFEMESEM Arditti Quartet
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EX—)L-T—L—X (2009 F 11 A28 /)
“The Arditti Quartet are among the foremost ambassadors of contemporary music.
Listening to their concerts makes you want to hear more and makes you deeply appreciate what
the music of today represents.”
Pierre Boulez Paris, 2 November 2009
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“If the rest of the world were like Japan, the Arditti Quartett would have been living national
treasures for 20 years.

What they have done for contemporary music is unique. How they play it is unrivalled.

Simply put, they are required listening and nobody who cares about music should miss them.”
Simon Rattle December 2009
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Irvine Arditti, "a prophet amongst musicians"
Harrison Birtwistle 12.5.09
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DAI FUJIKURA - Biography

Dai Fujikura was born in Osaka, Japan, in 1977. Since coming to London at the age of
15, he has studied at Trinity College of Music with Daryl Runswick, the Royal College of Music
with Edwin Roxburgh, supported by the PRS, and King’s College London with George Benjamin.

Fuyjikura has gained international recognition by winning a number of prestigious prizes:-
1st Prize in the Serocki International Composers' Competition (1998), the Huddersfield
Contemporary Music Festival Young Composers' Award (1998), 2nd prize in the Toru Takemitsu
Award (2003) and the Royal Philharmonic Composition Prize (2004), Internationaler Wiener
Composition Prize (the Claudio Abbado composition award) in 2005, as well as being supported
by the Society for the Promotion of New Music. In 2007 he was awarded Paul Hindemith Prize
in Germany followed by Special Prize from the Giga-Hertz-Award 2008 , Otaka Prize and
Akutagawa Composition Award in 2009 and Kenzo Nakajima Music Prize in 2010.

Fujikura has received support from a wide variety of eminent musicians including Peter
Eo6tvos, who acted as his mentor during the London Sinfonietta’s innovative Blue Touch Paper
scheme.

Blue Touch Paper, an 18-month project, resulted in the work “Fifth Station”, premiered in
February 2004 by the London Sinfonietta, conducted by Martyn Brabbins. This work was given
further performances by Klangforum Wien and the Asko Ensemble.

Eo6tvos has continued to encourage Fujikura, and in October 2005 conducted the world
premiere of “Vast Ocean” for trombone, orchestra and live electronics, with the Hilversum Radio
Orchestra and Experimentalstudio Heinrich-Strobel-Stiftung, at the prestigious
Donaueschingen Music Days festival.

Pierre Boulez has also supported Fujikura, and conducted the world premiere of the
Lucerne Festival Academy’s commission, “Stream State” for orchestra, at the Lucerne Festival in
September 2005. “Stream State” immediately had further performances in Germany, Austria,
Italy and Japan during 2006.

Fujikura made his BBC Proms debut with “Crushing Twister”, August 2006, a BBC
commission for the BBC Concert Orchestra, conducted by Charles Hazlewood. In the same year,
his music was performed at the Chicago Symphony Orchestra’s “Music Now” series.

Many of the world’s leading contemporary ensembles and orchestras have commissioned
and performed Fujikura’s works including Ensemble Modern, The Asko/Schénberg Ensemble,
Nieuw Ensemble, Ensemble Recherche, Klangforum Wien, OKEANOS, the BBC Symphony
Orchestra, Ensemble Intercontemporain, I.C.E., BIT20, Vienna Radio Orchestra, New Japan
Philharmonic, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra and the Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra.

2007 saw commissions from the Ensemble Intercontemporain (“time unlocked”) for the
occasion of the ensemble’s 30th anniversary, and an orchestral work with electronics,
“swarming essence”, a joint commission between the Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio
France and IRCAM.

In 2008 April, one of Fujikura’s largest works to date, "...as I am..." for mezzo soprano and
large ensemble was premiered by Ensemble Intercontemporain, Lore Lixenberg, conducted by
Susanna Malkki in Cite de la Musique.

Recent commissions include a piano concerto for Noriko Ogawa and the Philharmonia
Orchestra, conducted by Martyn Brabbins (co-commissioned by Nagoya Philharmonic, Thierry
Fischer - conductor), Orchestra work for Yomiuri Symphony Orchestra, also several chamber
works: a string quartet for Arditti String Quartet (commissioned by the Wigmore Hall and
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co-commissioned by Ishibashi Memorial Hall and the Edinburgh International Festival), an
ensemble work for Art Respirant, a recorder concerto for Jeremias Schwarzer, a Double Bass
Concerto for London Sinfonietta, an ensemble work for I.C.E., a work for solo Viola and
electronics with IRCAM, a piece for Wind trio (musikfabrik) and electronics (Experimentalstudio
Freiburg) for Donaueschingen Musik Tage, a Chicago Symphony commission for six cellos
dedicated to Pierre Boulez’s 85th birthday, an orchestra piece of “Tocar Y Luchar for orchestra
“ dedicated to Gustavo Dudamel’s 30th birthday and El Sistema.

www.daifujikura.com
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ARDITTI QUARTET - Biography
Irvine Arditti, Ashot Sarkissjan (vins), Ralf Ehlers (vla), Lucas Fels (vc)

The Arditti Quartet enjoys a world-wide reputation for their spirited and technically refined
interpretations of contemporary and earlier 20th century music. Several hundred string
quartets and other chamber works have been written for the ensemble since its foundation by
first violinist Irvine Arditti in 1974. These works have left a permanent mark on 20th century
repertoire and have given the Arditti Quartet a firm place in music history. World premieres of
quartets by composers such as Ades, Andriessen, Aperghis, Bertrand, Birtwistle, Britten, Cage,
Carter, Denisov, Dillon, Dufourt, Dusapin, Fedele, Ferneyhough, Francesconi, Gubaidulina,
Guerrero, Harvey, Hosokawa, Kagel, Kurtag, Lachenmann, Ligeti, Maderna, Nancarrow,
Reynolds, Rihm, Scelsi, Sciarrino, Stockhausen and Xenakis and hundreds more show the wide
range of music in the Arditti Quartet’s repertoire.

The ensemble believes that close collaboration with composers is vital to the process of
interpreting modern music and therefore attempts to work with every composer it plays. The
players’ commitment to educational work is indicated by their masterclasses and workshops for
young performers and composers all over the world. From 1982 to 1996 the quartet’s members
were resident string tutors at the Darmstadt Summer Courses for New Music.

The Arditti Quartet’s extensive discography now features over 170 CDs. 42 discs have been
released as part of the ensemble’s series on the French label Naive Montaigne. The series
presents numerous contemporary composer features as well as the first digital recordings of the
complete Second Viennese School’s string quartet music. Stockhausen’s infamous Helicopter
Quartet is to be found here. As well as many composer portraits recorded in their presence, the
complete quartets of Luciano Berio were recorded shortly before his death. Latest releases
include Harvey, Rihm and Lachenmann.

Over the past 30 years, the ensemble has received many prizes for its work. They have won the
Deutsche Schallplatten Preis several times and the Gramophone Award for the best recording of
contemporary music in 1999 (Elliott Carter) and 2002 (Harrison Birtwistle). The prestigious
Ernst von Siemens Music Prize was awarded to them in 1999 for lifetime achievement’ in music.
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Arditti Quartet; Jake Arditti countertenor
Thursday 3rd February 2011 - 7:30pm, Wigmore Hall

Performers (k&%)

Arditti Quartet, Jake Arditti (countertenort)

Programme (i E )|

Clarke: String Quartet No. 2 (London premiére)

Ferneyhough: String Quartet No. 6 (London premiére)

Fujikura: Flare (world premiére)
'Commissioned by Wigmore Hall with the support of André Hoffmann, President of the
Fondation Hoffmann, a Swiss grant-making foundation. Co-commissioned with the
Ishibashi Memorial Hall, Tokyo and the Edinburgh International Festival

Paredes: Canciones Lunaticas (world premiére)¥

lAbout this concert (A2 HEIZo>\0)

For this concert the Arditti Quartet presents four new premiéres, among them a new work by
Japanese composer Dai Fujikura (b. 1977) — one of the most exciting young voices composing
today. Jake Arditti brings the countertenor into the 21st century with the world premiére of a
new work by Mexico’s leading contemporary composer Hilda Paredes (b. 1959), based on poems
by modern Mexican poet Pedro Serrano. The Arditti Quartet also presents new works by the
English composers Brian Ferneyhough (b. 1943) and James Clarke (b. 1957).

Ticket Prices (k&)
£12 £16 &£22 £26

Box Office (57 M)

Wigmore Hall, 36 Wigmore Street, London W1U 2BP, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)20 7935 2141, Fax: +44 (020 7935 334, Email:
boxoffice@wigmore-hall.org.uk

http:/ /www.wigmore-hall.org.uk/whats-on/productions/arditti-quartet-jake-arditti-countertenor-26496#
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